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E.1. Spectators – Main experiment 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Luck treatment] 
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{Same copy of the instructions. Omitted here.} 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Merit treatment] 
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{Same copy of the instructions. Omitted here.} 

 

 

 



6 
 

[Protocol for spectators in the Random-Education treatment] 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Random- Employment treatment] 
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{Same copy of the instructions. Omitted here.} 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Info-Education treatment] 
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Next page (if they choose to do the number-checking task; skip this page if not):  
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Next page (if they succeed in passing the number-checking task, they will see the information): 

 

 

{Same copy of the instructions. Omitted here.} 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Info-Employment treatment] 
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Next page (if they choose to do the number-checking task; skip this page if not):  
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Next page (if they succeed in passing the number-checking task, they will see the information): 

 

 

{Same copy of the instructions. Omitted here.} 
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E.2. Workers – Main experiment 

General information 
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Next page (each worker sees one of the following six scenarios): 

{Merit-Training Scenario} 
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{Merit-Department Scenario} 
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{Random-Training Scenario} 
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{Random-Department Scenario} 
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{Info-Training Scenario} 
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{Info-Department Scenario} 
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Next page: 
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[Protocol for workers in the Luck treatment] 

Next page (all workers received highly-relevant learning materials): 
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Next page (all workers received the full set of test questions): 
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Next page (instructions on a third party’s role in redistribution): 
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[Protocol for workers in the Merit treatment] 

Next page (all workers received highly-relevant learning materials): 

Same one on page 48. 

 

Next page (all workers received the full set of test questions): 

Same one on pages 49-50. 

 

Next page (instructions on a third party’s role in redistribution): 
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[Protocol for workers in the Random-Education treatment] 

Next page (50% workers received highly-relevant learning materials): 

Same one on page 48. 

 

Next page (50% workers received lowly-relevant learning materials): 

 

 

Next page (all workers received the full set of test questions): 

Same on pages 49-50. 

 

Next page (instructions on a third party’s role in redistribution): 

Same one on page 52. 
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[Protocol for workers in the Random-Employment treatment] 

Next page (all workers received highly-relevant learning materials): 

Same one on page 48. 

 

Next page (50% workers received the full set of test questions): 

Same one on pages 49-50. 

 

Next page (50% workers received the truncated set of test questions): 
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Next page (instructions on a third party’s role in redistribution): 

Same one on page 52. 
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[Protocol for workers in the Info-Education treatment] 

80% of workers followed the same protocol as the Random-Education treatment; 20% of workers 
followed the same protocol as the Merit treatment. So details are omitted here. 

 

[Protocol for workers in the Info-Employment treatment] 

80% of workers followed the same protocol as the Random-Employment treatment; 20% of 
workers followed the same protocol as the Merit treatment. So details are omitted here. 
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E.3. Spectators – Follow-up experiment 

General information 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Vary-Probability treatment] 
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{Same copy of the instructions. Omitted here.} 
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Continued on the same page: 
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Continued on the same page: 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Vary-Education treatment] 
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Continued on the same page: 
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Continued on the same page: 
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Continued on the same page: 
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[Protocol for spectators in the Vary-Employment treatment] 
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{Same copy of the instructions. Omitted here.} 
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Continued on the same page: 
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Continued on the same page: 
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Continued on the same page: 
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Continued on the same page: 
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Continued on the same page: 
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E.4. Workers – Follow-up experiment 

The experimental protocol for workers in the follow-up experiment is similar to that in the main 
experiment. There are two main differences:  

1) We create seven different versions of reading materials in which the number of pieces of 
information relevant to the multiple-choice questions is 0, 1, 4, 7, 11, 14 and 15 respectively. In 
particular, the version with 4 pieces of relevant information is the same one used in the Random-
Education treatment of the main experiment.  

2) We create seven different versions of multiple-choice questions in which the total number of 
questions is 0, 1, 4, 7, 11, 14 and 15, respectively. In particular, the version with 4 multiple-choice 
questions is the same one used in the Random-Employment treatment of the main experiment. 

Each worker was randomly placed into one of the three treatments:  

In the Vary-Probability treatments, both workers were first presented with the reading materials of 
maximum relevance and then requested to complete the multiple-choice questions of maximum 
length. 

In the Vary-Education treatments, there were seven types of worker pairs. In each pair, one worker 
received the reading materials of maximum relevance and the other worker received one of the 
seven versions of reading materials. Both workers then completed the multiple-choice questions 
of maximum length. 

In the Vary-Employment treatments, there were also seven types of worker pairs. Both workers 
were first presented with the reading materials of maximum relevance. Then, in each pair, one 
worker completed the multiple-choice questions of maximum length and the other worker 
completed one of the seven versions of multiple-choice questions. 

Screenshots are omitted here since they are largely repetitive. 

 


